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Responses to Comment Set A0010 
Imperial Irrigation District 
A0010-1 The commenter’s statement that there are potential impacts to IID’s water facilities with the 

FTHL Eastern Alternative and the SDG&E West Main Canal–Huff Road Modification 
Alternative is acknowledged. Impacts to the water facilities and agricultural lands and mitiga-
tion measures associated with these two alternatives are discussed under Impact S-2 (Con-
struction would disrupt the existing utility systems or cause a collocation accident) in 
Section D.14 and in Section D.6 (Agricultural Resources) of the Draft EIR/EIS. The 
Applicant Proposed Measure (APMs) and additional mitigation measures proposed in the 
EIR/EIS address potential impacts to agricultural resources and operation in the Impe-
rial Valley area. 

Table A-1 (Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the SRPL) in 
Section A.6.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS notes that the IID will have permitting authority for 
crossings of IID irrigation/drainage channels, which would require an encroachment/
crossing permit. 

A0010-2 The text under the Environmental Setting for the FTHL Eastern Alternative in Section 
D.14.14.1 has been revised to include additional canals references by the commenter: 

The route would cross the Westside Main Canal between ALT MP 1 and ALT 
MP 3. The FTHL Alternative would also cross the Forgetmenot Canal, Foxglove 
Canal, Forgetmenot Drain, and Dixie Drain No. 4.

A0010-3 The text under the Environmental Setting for the SDG&E West Main Canal–Huff Road 
Modification Alternative in Section D.14.14.3 has been revised to include reference to 
the Fillaree Drain, as requested by the commenter: 

The route would also parallel the Westside Main Canal, and the Fillaree Canal and 
the Fillaree Drain. 

A0010-4 Impacts to the water facilities/canals and agricultural lands, as well as associated mitigation 
measures are discussed under Impact S-2 (Construction would disrupt the existing utility 
systems or cause a collocation accident) in Section D.14 and in Section D.6 (Agricul-
tural Resources) of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

A0010-5 This comment states SDG&E must obtain a copy of the IID Water Department Developer 
Project Guide 2007 and comply with the District’s permitting requirements. Table A-1 
(Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the SRPL) in Section 
A.6.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS notes that the IID will have permitting authority for crossings 
of IID irrigation/drainage channels, which would require an encroachment/crossing 
permit. 

A0010-6 It is not anticipated that new or reconstructed IID facilities would be required with the 
Proposed Project or alternatives; however, exact locations of the towers and 
spur/access roads would be determined during final engineering after negotiations with 
agricultural landowners. With implementation of Mitigation Measure AG-1a (Avoid 
interference with agricultural operations), SDG&E would be required to coordinate 
with property owners and tenants to ensure that project construction would avoid or 
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minimize interference with agricultural operations. Agricultural operations include, but 
are not limited to, the use of farm vehicles and equipment, access to property; water 
delivery, drainage, and irrigation. 

A0010-7 The history and information about the IID is acknowledged. 

A0010-8 The location of existing IID transmission lines are illustrated on Imperial Valley Link 
figures within the Draft EIR/EIS. The location of existing IID transmission lines are 
also noted in the Public Services and Utilities section under the Environmental Setting 
within Section D.14 of the Draft EIR/EIS. IID Transmission System Upgrades, includ-
ing a new 230 kV line into a new San Felipe Substation, are considered to be a “con-
nected action” to the Proposed Project and are described in Section B.6.1.2 in Volume 
1 of the Draft EIR/EIS. The commenter’s opposition to the SRPL Project being con-
structed adjacent to IID’s transmission facilities is acknowledged. 

A0010-9 The impacts of the Northern Route and the commenter’s support for the Environ-
mentally Superior Southern (SWPL) Route are acknowledged. 

A0010-10 Please refer to General Response GR-4 for a discussion of project objectives and feasi-
bility related to the LEAPS Transmission Line Only Alternative. 

A0010-11 The commenter’s confirmation that IID would conduct its own CEQA analysis and 
determine what, if any, mitigation would be required on any transmission projects that 
IID decides to build or upgrade is acknowledged. 

A0010-12 The commenter’s statement that IID is no longer a partner with SDG&E on any portion 
of the Sunrise Powerlink Project is acknowledged. 

A0010-13 The commenter’s statement that LADWP is the CEQA Lead Agency for Greenpath 
North is acknowledged. Section A.5.3 in the Draft EIR/EIS describes the Green Path 
Coordinated Projects. In addition, the Green Path Coordinated Projects Alternative is 
described in Section 4.9.27 of Appendix 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS, including both the 
LADWP and the IID/Citizens components of the projects. 

A0010-14 The commenter has stated that because IID is no longer a part of the Proposed Project, 
it is not currently planning on constructing the San Felipe Substation as part of the IID 
System Upgrades. Therefore, due to the change in circumstances, the IID System Upgrades 
are no longer considered to be connected actions. The definition of connected actions 
and a description of why the IID transmission system upgrades are considered a con-
nected action have been deleted from Section B.6 of Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS. In 
addition, the analysis for each issue area within Section D of the Draft EIR/EIS has also 
been removed. The commenter’s agreement that the IID transmission system upgrades 
should be considered in the cumulative scenario is noted and accordingly analyzed in 
Section G in Volume 5 of the Draft EIR/EIS. 

A0010-15 The commenter states that the IID transmission system upgrades should not be con-
sidered a connected action because IID is no longer a partner with SDG&E on any por-
tion of the Proposed Project; instead, the IID transmission system upgrades should be 
considered under cumulative impact analysis. Please refer to Response A0010-14. 
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A0010-16 As described in Section H, the Environmentally Superior Southern Route in this Final 

EIR/EIS would incorporate the BCD Alternative Revision and the BCD South Revised 
Option Revision, which are discussed in Section 3.3.2 of the Recirculated Draft 
EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS. It would not cross Tribal Land. 

A0010-17 Section B.2.2 in Volume 1 of the Draft EIR/EIS discusses the history and uncertainty 
of the existing ROW through ABDSP. The commenter states that it has not agreed to 
the relocation of IID’s 92 kV line with ABDSP. The commenter’s opinion the northern 
route through ABDSP would create greater feasibility concerns associated with the 
uncertainty surrounding the ROW with ABDSP than a southern route has been noted. 

A0010-18 Please refer to Appendix 8O in which the acreage of biological resources impacts are 
compared between the Northern and Southern Environmentally Superior route, as well 
as for the Proposed Project and SDG&E’s “Enhanced” Northern Route. As is concluded 
in Section H.5.3 in the Draft EIR/EIS, the Southern (SWPL) Environmentally Superior 
Alternative was found to be environmentally superior to the Northern Environmentally 
Superior Alternative and the Proposed Project. 

A0010-19 The base maps used in the figures in the Draft EIR/EIS for the Imperial Valley were 
updated in 2006 from those submitted by SDG&E in its Application and Proponent’s 
Environmental Assessment. Appendix 11 in the Draft EIR/EIS provides detailed figures 
of the Proposed Project and alternatives. 

A0010-20 The IID questions the conclusions regarding the West Main Canal–Huff Road Modifi-
cation Alternative’s impacts. The commenter notes that the alternative passes through 
Bullfrog Farm dairy facilities and a proposed raceway development, and that several 
residences are located underneath and adjacent to the proposed line. 

The alternative passes approximately 2,000 feet east of current Bullfrog Farm dairy 
operations. The subject of impacts to dairy operations is discussed in Section 6.5, under 
Impact AG-3. There are no residences shown on the aerial photography from 2002, nor 
the updated photography (see Response to Comment A0010-19). However, if residences 
now occupy formerly agricultural land through which the alignment would pass, SDG&E 
would likely develop route revisions to shift the transmission line so it is not located in 
proximity to residences. The existing Imperial Valley Speedway, located on the Impe-
rial fairgrounds, is not in the vicinity of the alternative. If a new speedway is proposed 
in the vicinity of the project, a work-around may need to be designed, to the extent that 
the layout of the two is incompatible. 

A0010-21 The commenter estimates that as much as 500 acres of agricultural land could be nega-
tively impacted by the project, and enumerates agricultural infrastructure that could be 
impacted, as well as aerial applicators. 

The impacts pointed out in the comment are discussed in the impact discussion in Sec-
tion D.6, Agriculture. Where necessary, mitigation measures are presented to reduce 
impacts to a less than significant level. An exception is with regard to aerial appli-
cators; for which there is a significant unmitigable impact. This is discussed in Section 
D.6.5, under Impact AG-3. It is not clear how the estimate of 500 acres of impact was 
derived. Nevertheless, the impact of the project on agricultural land is considered sig-
nificant, based on a 10-acre level of significance. 
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A0010-22 Table A-1 (Permits or Other Actions Required Prior to Construction of the SRPL) in 

Section A.6.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS notes that the IID will have permitting authority for 
crossings of IID irrigation/drainage channels, which would require an encroachment/
crossing permit. IID Water Department would be consulted as a part of this process. 

A0010-23 A discussion of the impacts of the project on agricultural revenues in the Imperial Val-
ley is discussed under Impact S-1 (Project construction and/or transmission line pres-
ence would cause a change in revenue for businesses, tribes, or governments) in Sec-
tion D.14.5 of the Draft EIR/EIS. Economic losses are also specifically addressed in 
APM LU-3, which states that farmers (or other relevant parties) will be compensated 
for project-related losses of crops or other pertinent agricultural resources based upon a 
professional appraisal. In addition, as discussed in Section D.6 of the Draft EIR/EIS, 
Mitigation Measure AG-1a would require that SDG&E coordinate with property owners 
and tenants to ensure that project construction would be conducted so as to avoid inter-
ference with agricultural operations and existing equipment and irrigation systems. 

A0010-24 The commenter states that the Proposed Project and alternatives that pass over or near 
dairy properties may have detrimental impacts, in particular Bullfrog Farm. This topic 
was raised by the Imperial County Farm Bureau as well. Please see Responses B0035-2, 
B0035-3, and B0035-4. 

A0010-25 The commenter states that the presence of a 500 kV transmission line would negatively 
impact existing and proposed dairies. Please see Response A0010-24. 
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